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looking toward the political improvement of the city. On the afternoon of
December igth another similar meeting was held, at which the report of
this committee was submitted by its chairman and unanimously adopted.
Acting upon this report a Committee of Seventy was appointed. The chair-
man was given power to select eight others who, with himself, were to act
as an executive board with full powers. The members of this committee
were chosen from different professions. There is a doctor, a lawyer, a banker,
a druggist, president of a labor union and a merchant. An annual income of

$5o,ooo dollars for three years has been practically guaranteed by private sub-
scription. The committee was organized in the first place with the intention
of entering into municipal politics. But it was not intended that the new

organization should be a political party, but rather an expression of the

opinion of the better element in the city. After some hesitation the com-
mittee began work by endorsing a number of candidates already nominated
by the two parties and also by making several independent nominations. The

fight for clean politics once begun was carried on with considerable vigor
in a number of the more independent wards, but without immediate success.
There is, however, no tendency to give up hope, but rather a strong de-
termination to bring to a successful conclusion all the purposes for which the
committee was organized.

BOSTON

THE GOOD GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

By EDMUND BILLINGS, ESQ., Secretary.

This Association was organized in the spring of 1903 by delegates
from the seven following business organizations of this city: Boston Cham-
ber of Commerce, Bar Association, Real Estate Exchange, Merchants’ Asso-
ciation, Association Board of Trade, Fruit and Produce Exchange, New
England Shoe and Leather Association. Its purpose is to awaken public
interest-in city affairs and to secure the election of aggressively honest and
capable men for municipal office without regard to party affiliations. We
have opened a ledger account with every man in public life in our munici-
pality, and we propose to make public the records and qualifications of all
such when the occasion requires.

In our first campaign in 1903 we published and sent to all voters of
this city an impartial statement, the result of much labor and painstaking
investigation, giving the political and private record of all of the candidates
for our Common Council and for the Board of Aldermen. In the case

of the Board of Aldermen, which is the most important chamber, we
made recommendations to the voters based on the result of our investiga-
tions. We found that out of some thirty odd candidates for this board
we were able to endorse nine men. The board consists of thirteen members.
Of these nine men we succeeded in electing five. In the campaign of 1904
we adopted practically the same methods as in the former year. Out of
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twenty-six candidates this last year who ran for the Board of Aldermen, we
recommended nine men, five Republicans and four Democrats, and succeeded
in electing six, coming within one of securing the majority of the board in
the second year of our organization. In addition to this the Association

by a variety of methods has stirred up the citizens to a more serious considera-
tion of its political duties and has forced the Democratic and Republican
parties alike to consider more carefully the character of the men whom they
nominate for public office. This is the first time in the history of our city
when all voters had the opportunity of knowing in detail the qualifications
and standing of the men for whom they were called upon to vote.

The value of this kind of publicity has been shown in many ways.
It is commonly accepted that one source of petty graft in the Board of
Aldermen has been in the matter of the carriage bills which they were
allowed to incur, presumably while in pursuance of their city duties. The
first publication of these bills showed that the total amount spent by thirteen
aldermen was $13,273. This item occasioned a great deal of unfavorable
comment, and the following year the same board spent only $3,513, showing
a saving of about $io,ooo in this one item. The value of the organization
has been shown in various other ways. For example, in certain districts
before the primaries this year, party leaders urged the nomination for

important ofhce of certain desirable men on the ground that if nominated
against other candidates who were less worthy, they would receive the
endorsement of the Good Government Association, thus practically ensuring
their election.

In addition to this work, dealing directly with candidates, we have
attempted to stir up that somewhat disreputable class of citizens sometimes
called the &dquo;Stay-at-home-voter.&dquo; Our city is divided into twenty-five wards,
and each ward into seven, eight or nine precincts, giving us in all one

hundred and ninety-four precincts. From last year’s voting list we checked
the names of the men who did not vote, and sent to them a direct personal
appeal, urging them to vote and to vote right, and to use their influence with
their neighbors and friends who also refrained from voting last year. With
each letter was enclosed a list of the names of all the men in the given
precinct who did not vote at the previous election. This work came in for
a good deal of favorable notice from the press and undoubtedly resulted
in stirring up many negligent voters. The whole basis of this movement lies
in the belief, confidently held by the officers of the Association that a majority
of the citizens of Boston wish to see honest and capable men in control of
the city.

BALTIMORE

THE REFORM LEAGUE

By SOLOMON BLUM, Johns Hopkins University.
This organization is noteworthy in many ways. Its existence for twenty

years has been a continuous fight against political corruption in Baltimore
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